
Spring Cleaning Can Help Sell Your Home 

Sharp Rise in Auction Properties, foreshadows tightness in the market 
The level of new listings coming onto the market over the past 3 to 4 
months continues to be lean, this is matched to a steady but signifi-
cant rise in property sales. Such a situation when combined with 
falling stock of property for sale places the “power” in the hands of 
sellers.  

The vast majority of properties marketed as auctions are in the Auck-
land region – in July, Auckland accounted for 56% of all of the 1,132 
auction properties marketed across the country in the month.  

Whilst this spike in auction listings is significant; it is important to 
ground the stats by stating that currently on realestate.co.nz there 
are 1,378 properties on the market as auctions this compares to just 
over 48,500 properties for sale across NZ in total on the market  

For prospective sellers looking to put their property on the market in 
the coming couple of months, now would seem to be as good a time 
as any to get ahead of the game and list that property.  

Market Update 

Nationwide property values have steadied over the past month and are now only 0.4% below the same time 
last year, and remain 5.2% below the market peak of 2007, according to QV. Over the past three months, 
values have increased in many parts of the country, with particular strength in the Canterbury region and parts 
of Auckland.  

Values in Christchurch have been volatile since the first 
earthquake in September, first increasing for a few months, 
then dropping prior the February quake, and since then have 
been increasing. Over the past three months values across 
Christchurch have grown 1.1 percent, and are now 0.5 percent 
above the same time last year. Values across the Canterbury 
Region have increased in recent months due in part to 
demand from displaced Christchurch residents. Values in 
Ashburton have grown the most at 4.0 percent over the last 
three months.  

Selling Homes, Just Like Yours 
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Helpful Tips: 
 

Before an Open 
Home: 
 

 Clean all light 
fittings and put in 
bright 100 watt 
bulbs 

 Position all fur-
niture to make 
rooms look bigger 
but don’t do this at 
the last moment or 
there will be marks 
left on the carpet 

 In winter put 
the fire on or turn 
other heating on  - 
people will stay 
longer if they feel 
comfortable 

 Clear away the 
day to day mess of 
family living, but at 
the same time give 
a homely, lived in 
look. Turn the tele-
vision off! 
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Spring-cleaning takes on an entirely new level of 
importance for those who intend to put their homes 
on the market. 
To attract buyers, it’s very important to make a great 
first impression. Whether you have already listed 
your home or you just want to keep your options 
open, it’s easy to make the most of your spring 
cleaning with these helpful hints:  

Light and Bright: In many parts of the country 
spring can be a great time of year to take photo-
graphs of your home even if you don’t intend to put it 
on the market right away. Not only does the natural 
lighting and lush green grass remind everyone of 
warmer days, but it provides a better view of the 
condition of the property. Be sure to trim the hedges 
and touch up paint or other outdoor maintenance 
prior to taking the picture. Simply store the photos in 
a safe place until it’s time to list the property. 

Maintenance Made Easy: Deferred maintenance is 
a major consideration for new buyers seeking to 
make the most of every dollar. Unfortunately, long 
winters can take a toll on even the most well-
maintained property. Unsightly carpet stains, barren 
landscaping and crowded storage can give the im-
pression of a property in need of attention. Make 
sure your property looks its best by doing routine 

maintenance, including carpet and tile/grout 
cleaning and lawn maintenance and completely 
clearing away all types of clutter.  

Pay Attention to Details: Details make a differ-
ence when it comes to making your home look, 
feel and smell fresh and clean. One of the most 
often overlooked areas of concern for new 
home shoppers is smell. Research shows smell 
is a powerful tool that has a tendency to work 
for or against sellers. Avoid harsh chemical 
odours or perfume-type fragrances such as 
room deodorizers. Opt for new enzymatic clean-
ing products that neutralize odours throughout 
the house. Pay special attention to carpets, 
upholstery and air ducts. Not only will it help 
reduce common irritants, but you can breathe 
easy knowing prospective buyers won’t be con-
fronted with unpleasant pet odours or musty 
storage smells.  

(data supplied by QV) 



NEW LISTINGS 

822 East Street 
Rarely available to purchase so don't delay. 
Open plan galley kitchen, sunny living area and 
completely redecorated front unit. 
Generous carport.  

 

 

Price: $182,000 

Land Size: 613sqm 

93 William Street 
On entering this home you will certainly feel a sense of open-
ness and spaciousness. The open plan kitchen which has 
the most amazing storage with a lovely ceramic stove top. 
Very generous dining and living area. The bathroom has 
terracotta tiles with a wet shower and separate bath. There 
are 3 bedrooms all with built in wardrobes. Double garaging 
which you can drive through to the other garage that has a 
mechanics pit..  

Price: $419,000 

Land Size: 509sqm 

9 Falcon Drive 
Very warm, 3 bedroom open plan family home. With 
kitchen, dining and very generous living area. One of 
the features of this lovely home is the enormous 
amount of storage and the timber joinery throughout. 
The sliding doors from the dining area open to a lovely 
outdoor entertaining area. 

Price: $386,000 

Land Size: 637sqm 

766 East Street 
This lovely warm two bedroom home with generous 
kitchen, dining and living areas has been lovingly 
maintained. 

Generous storage space through out, two heat 
pumps and nite-store add to the appeal. Seldom 
available. Don't miss this opportunity. 

Price: $219,000 

Land Size: 660sqm 
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